
New Partners for
Smart Growth

Value-based
Organizing with South

Fresno residents to
stop sprawl

and promote health





Place-Based Initiative in Fresno’s
Oldest Neighborhoods

“The Place” is located in Central/SE/SW Fresno
About the Place

95,000 residents
66% Latin@
14% African American
10% SE Asian
9% White

Challenges includes:
Neighborhood poverty rates of at least 20%, most 40+%
Strong Majority of households in every neighborhood speak
a language other than English at home (Min 45% Max 90%)
Gang violence
Asthma
Obesity



Organizing Hmong and Lao, English and Spanish speaking faith
congregations, Hispanic, African American, and Indigenous residents of
South Fresno + Special Research Friend: Miriam Zuk



City of Fresno
Community Planning

Committed to working with resident leaders
to ensure their voices are heard in the City of
Fresno's Downtown Neighborhoods Community
Plan & the General Plan

Trained in Community
Organizing



Outcome 4Outcome 4
Residents live in CommunitiesResidents live in Communities

with Health Promoting Land-Use,with Health Promoting Land-Use,
 Transportation, Transportation,

and Community Developmentand Community Development





Community Organizing (PICO Model)



Potlucks and Community
Meetings



Popular Education
Zoning Exercise
•Easily accessible
•Low-Tech,
•Colors, not Words
•All Language Groups can
participate equally



Multilingual Leaders Came Together to
Learn Together, and then break up into
Language Specific Groups



PICO Model One on One’s
Question: “If you had all the money in the world, what would you

change about your neighborhood?”

Map indicated the number of One on One’s completed within the
BHC Place in Fresno who chose to share their addresss







Research Meetings to Share
Planning Values



October 11th Action
“The best community meeting I’ve ever
seen” –City Manager, Mark Scott










